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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 JAKARTA 1 163 

USIAC 

USIA FOR IEA; CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISOR; MEDAN AND SURABAYA 
FOR BPAO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT 

REF: JAKARTA 0939 (DTG 2105 10Z JAN 78) 

BEGIN CLASSIFIED 

ATMOSPHERICS 

1 . ON NIGHT OF JANUARY 20 TWO PRESS CONTACTS CALLED PAO AND ONE 
CALLED PRESS OFFICER AT THEIR HOMES TO REPORT THE SUDDEN ACTION 
TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT IN CLOSING NUMBER OF JAKARTA NEWSPAPERS. THEIR 
REPORTS TODATE HAVE HELPED GIVE MISSION CLOSE-IN VIEW OF WHAT HAS 
BEEN HAPPENING IN THIS IMPORTANT AREA. 

2. REACTION IN PRESS CIRCLES IS THAT SENSE OF PARTNERSHIP WHICH HAD 
EXISTED PRIOR TOUGH GOVERNMENT ACTION HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGED. 
PRES FELT IT HAD DONE GOOD JOB OF REPORTING FACTS AND PRESENTING 
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BALANCED PICTURE OF GOVERNMENT SIDE AND STUDENT ACTION. SAB AM 
SIAGIAN OF "SINAR HARAPAN" SAID THAT SITUATION HAD BEEN BUILDING 
OVER PERIOD OF WEEKS AND THAT THERE WAS SOME LOGIC TO GOVERNMENT 
ACTION BECAUSE, IN GOVERNMENT VIEW. PUBLICITY GIVEN TO STUDENTS 
MADE THEM APPEAR TO BE GREATER FORCE IN SOCIETY THAN IN FACT THEY 
WERE. 
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3. AT MOMENT NEGOTIATIONS GOING ON BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND EDITORS 
AND REPRESENTATIVES PWI (JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION). INDICATIONS ARE 
THAT GOVERNMENT SETTING CONDITIONS BEFORE PERMITTING PAPERS BEGIN 
PUBLISHING AGAIN. "SINAR HARAPAN" AND "KOMPAS'' HAVE OBJECTED 

TO GOVERNMENT SETTING CONDITIONS BUT IT IS LIKELY PAPERS WILL HAVE 
TO MAKE DIFFICULT CHOICE IF WANT TO CONTINUE PUBLISHING. 

4. VACUUM CREATED IN MEDIA CREATES ATMOSPHERE WHERE RUMORS AND 
MOUTH-TO-MOUTH COMMUNICATION FILL VOID. INITIAL REACTION OF PRESS 
WAS THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD LIFT BAN IN FEW DAYS. NOW THERE IS SPECU- 
LATION THAT IT MIGHT CONTINUE WEEK OR TWO OR EVEN LONGER DUE TO 
NEGOTIATIONS NOW GOING ON BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND PRESS AND ALSO 
DUE BUREAUCRATIC IN-FIGHTING NOTED REFTEL A. 

5. IN COURTESY CALL ON RECTOR UNIVERSITY OF INDONESIA BY 
AMBASSADOR, ACOMPANIED BY PAO, RECTOR SAID GOVERNMENT HAD TOLD 
MEETING OF RECTORS TO EXPEL TROUBLESOME STUDENTS ON GROUNDS OF 
SUBVERSION. RECTORS REFUSED AND STATED THAT IF FORCED TO EXPEL 
STUDENTS, RECTORS WOULD STEP DOWN. RECTORS SAID STUDENTS COULD 
ONLY BE EXPELLED FOR PROVEN SUBVERSIVE OR CRIMINAL ACTIONS AND 
THAT RECTORS DID NOT CONSIDER STUDENT PROTESTS SUBVERSIVE OR CRIMIN- 
AL. IT IS APPARENT RECTOR UI UNDER HEAVY GOVERNMENT PRESSURE AND IS 
EXPECTED BY GOVERNMENT TO BE LOYAL TO IT AND TO TAKE PUNITIVE 
ACTION AGAINST STUDENTS. THIS LATTER RECTOR REFUSES TO DO. RECTOR 
NOTED THAT STUDENT COUNCILS ARE BANNED AND THAT UNIVERSITY NEWS- 
PAPER "SALF.MBA" ALSO BANNED. 
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6. A NUMBER OF JOURNALISTS WHOSE NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN CLOSED 
VIEWED WITH IRONY PATRICIA DERIAN’S STATEMENT A WEEK EARLIER UPON 
LEAVING JAKARTA THAT SHE HAD BEEN "ABLE TO SEE FOR MYSELF THE VIGOR 
OF YOUR FREE PRESS". DESPITE IRONY OF BANNING SO SOON AFTER SHE 
SAID PRESS WAS "FREE", JOURNALISTS ALSO NOTED THAT SHE WAS RIGHT IN 
SAYING PRESS WAS "VIGOROUS "-TOO VIGOROUS AS IT TURNED OUT. ONE 
PROMINENT JOURNALIST SAID THERE WERE MANY THEORIES CIRCULATING TO 
EXPLAIN WHAT HE AND MANY COLLEAGUES VIEW AS A SURPRISING AND 
UNNECESSARY MOVE BY THE GOI. THE THEORY HE FAVORED WAS THAT THE 
PRESIDENT MADE THESE "IRRATIONAL" DECISIONS IN A FIT OF TEMPER 
OVER A STUDENT PETITION THAT HE NOT RUN FOR REELECTION. 
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7. EDITORIALS IN MOST SURVIVING NEWSPAPERS WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS 
INDICATED UNDERSTANDING OR SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT IN CLOSING 
THE NEWSPAPERS: "BERITA YUDHA", A DAILY WITH GOVERNMENT ARMY 
TIES, IN SUPPORTING GOI ACTION NOTED THAT ARMED FORCES LEADERS 
DECEMBER 15 HAD ISSUED "A BROTHERLY WARNING" THAT WENT UNHEADED BY 
DEMONSTRATORS WHO WERE ENDANGERING NATINAL SECURITY AND STABILITY, 
AND THAT "SOME SECTIONS" OF THE INDONESIAN PRESS HAD "JOINED IN 
AGGRAVATING THE SITUATION." "SUARA KARYA," THE GOLKAR (GOVERN- 
MENT PARTY) PAPER, MADE A SHOW OF SEEING BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE 
AS FAR AS THE PUBLICATION BAN IS CONCERNED, BUT FINALLY DECLARED, 
"KOPKAMTIB SURELY CANNOT TAKE THE RISK" OF ANOTHER PERIOD OF PUBLIC 
DISORDER SUCH AS OCCURRED IN 1974. THE NEXT DAY IT DECLARED THAT 
A DETERIORATING SITUATION HAD 'PROMPTED THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE 
FIRM ACTION." "POS KOTA," WIDELY CIRCULATED ON POPULAR LEVEL, 

EXPRESSED HOPE THAT BANNED NEWSPAPERS WOULD BE REOPENED BECAUSE 
THE PRESS IS IMPORTANT TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. "EMPAT LIMA", 

A NEW NEWSPAPER MANY OF WHOSE WRITERS WERE ON A PUBLICATION 
BANNED IN 74, DECLARED THE BAN COULD RESULT IN A "DECREASE OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 JAKART 01 163 02 OF 02 2700 17Z 

RESPECT FOR OUR GOVERNMENT" AT HOME AND ABROAD. IT QUICKLY POINTED 
OUT, HOWEVER, THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE ARMED FORCES STATEMENT OF 
DECEMBER 15. "THE INDONESIAN OBSERVER," AN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
NEWSPAPER WHOSE SISTER PUBLICATION "MERDEKA" WAS ONE OF THOSE 
BANNED, SAW POSSIBLE WISDOM IN THE CLOSING "FOR SECURITY REASONS," 

BUT ALSO RAISED THE SPECTRE OF BUSINESS INVESTMENT LEAVING THE 
COUNTRY EN MASSE. "BERITA BUANA" WHICH GENERALLY REFLECTS GOVERN- 
MENT POSITIONS, SAID "SURELY WE CAN FULLY UNDERSTAND" THE GOVERN- 
MENT MEASURE WHICH IS "TO AVOID A POSSIBLE DISASTER" BUT 
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CONCLUDES WITH THE "HOPE THAT THE BAN WILL NOT BE ENDLESS." 

8. ANY NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS HAVE COMMENTED THAT THEY ARE NOW 
TURNING TO OUTSIDENEWS SOURCES SUCH AS VOA, BBC, RADIO AUSTRALIA 
AND OTHERS TO GET THE "TRUE" FACTS. SOME SAY THEY ARE REMINDED OF 
THE SUKARNO ERA WHEN THE PRESS. OUT OF FEAR, REFRAINED FROM 
REPORTING NEGATIVE NEWS ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT. 

9. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT IN ALL OF THIS FROM THE PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS VIEWPOINT IS THAT THE U.S. APPARENTLY IS VIEWED BY MANY 
JOURNALISTS, ACADEMICIANS AND EVEN STUDENTS AS BEING CHAMPIONS 
OF FREEDOM AND JUSTICE AND THEREFORE ON THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS. 

THIS IS IN CONTRAST TO SIMILAR SITUATINS IN THE PAST WHEN 

THE U.S. WAS OFTEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE OPPRESSORS IN THE MINDS 
OF THE DISAFFECTED SUFFERING AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES. THIS TURNABOUT, 
IN THE POST'S VIEW, IS DIRECT RESULT OF PRESIDENT CARTER S OUTSPOKEN 
SUPPORT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

LAVIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SUMMARIES, THE PRESS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: Released in Full 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: 200504687 

Disposition Comment: RECORDING OF CLASSIFICATION/RECLASSIFICATION ACTION IN SAS (STATE ARCHIVING SYSTEM) BY THE 
DESIGNATED AUTHORITY FOR THIS ACTION, WHO HAS APPROVED RECLASSIFCATION AND OR EXTENSION ACTION ON THIS DOCUMENT. 
Disposition Date: 12 jun 2008 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: Released in Full by MURRAY ZINOMAN on 12-JUN-08 : 

Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978JAKART01163 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780039-0980 
Format: TEL 
From: JAKARTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 20/aaaaaqwq. tel 

Line Count: 188 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 464509e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 JAKARTA 939 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 3711481 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEEKLY REPORT 

TAGS: PGOV, ID 

To: USIA 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/464509e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



